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"EPISTLE 
DEDICATORY 


To the Right Honourable Sir William 
Hooker, Lord Mayor of London, 
. and to the Right Honourable the Court 


of Aldermen. 


Right Hononr able, | 
Hough I efteem my felt as 
much as[ deſerve,and perhaps 
© alittle more, yet thank: God 
I wasnever yet fo partial tomy ſelf,or 
fond of .my own Conceptions, as tp 
think the Publication of theman A& 
of Charity, cither tothe world, or to 
the | RET a, $09. 05.for this Diſ- 
COUT ſe,T; ure you, ha not you had a 
| better 


The Epiltle Dedicatory. 
better opinion of itthen 7, I ſhould 
have been ſo charitabl asto have kept 
it within doors, and not tohave ex- 
poſed it tothe open Air, in which I 
have known many wiler diſcourſes to 
have gottentheir bane ; butT ſhall not 
be ſo unmannerly as to controul your 
@pintan, w® yet doubt had .not been 
ſo favourable to:me, had not "your 
Judgments been bribed by your Zeal 
tothe Proteſtant Religion, againſtthe 
Adverſary whereof this diſcourſe was 
deſigned, perhapstheProteſtant Rea- 
der, who 1s unacquainted with the 
tranſactions of the laſt 600 years, may 
think T have been too ſevere upon the 
Roman Religion, charging it with 
ſuch blondy Principles, and Practiſes: 
to which ſhall ſay no more then this; 
that if T have falſified its Character,or 
repreſented it fouler than it is: letme 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


indurethe ſhame, and puniſhment of 
a-common Calumniator;but if I have 
drawn 1t according to its own natural 
Features,and Complexions, it-is not 

my fault that it appears deformed, and 
if 1t be as bad as 'tis repreſented ,. it 
makes invectives eneugh againft it 
ſelf, and carries its Satyrs in its own 
boſom : But what I have faid of itis 
all matter of Fact, which I have prov- 
ed by the teſtimony of their own Au- 
thors, who cannot be.ſuppoſed to be 
falſe witneſſes againſt themſelves, and 
if, after this,. any one ſhould be ſo.ob- 
Rinate as to ſufpet me of: forgery ; 
let him peruſe the Martyrologies 
of the ſix laſt Centuries, and:com- 
parethem with the. bloodieſtofallthe 
ten Peſecutions : and I doubtnot but 
he will be of my opinion, viz. that 
Domittan and Dioclefian were but pu- 


HRC ——_—_————— _ —— 


ny FE 


The Epiſtle Dedicaroy. 

ny: Perſecutors,and. Bunglers in era- 
elty compared with the infallibleCut- 
throats of the Apoſtolical Chair. 

Having thus accounted for theho! 

neſty of this diſcourſe. Fhave no more 
to ſay for it, but only this; that howe- 
verit may ſucceed, ie was-well intend- 
ed;and tf it prove any way inſtrumen- 
ralto alay theun-Chriſtian heats, and 
Anmoſities. among us,: to promote 
the peace of the Church, andthe'in- 
tereſt of the Proteſtant Religion, | 
have my defign : and though T ſhould 
be defeated inthis, it will be ſome ſas 
tisfaction to me, that Thave honour'd 
my ſelf before the world by this ad- 
dreſs,and teſtified by my ready com- 
pliance with your cominands how 


| really my 
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A Sermon Preached before the Right 
» Honerable the Logo Mavor and 
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Luke 9.5 6. þ 
For the Son of man came not to deſtroy mens lives, but 
to ſave them. 


T isthe glory of the Chriſtian Religion, thar it 
hath conquered the World, and triumphed. over 
all that oppoſed it, without any other weapon but 
its own vioriousBeauty, and reaſonableneſs: had 

it been Proclaimed by the mouths of Canon, or march- 
ed like Paracelſws his Dzmon, upon the pummel of 
the Sword : it had been Rivalled by ſundry ſucceſsful 
Impoſtures ; and the Alcheron itſelf would have com- 
pared ViRories with it: but in this ithath the pre- 
eminence of all the Religions that ever were, that it 
atchieved its: Conqueſt without Scrib ' or Sword, 
- without the aid of Worldly Force, or Policy : thatby 
its dwn native Light, it Vanquiſhed the Ignorance and 
Prejudice of the World ; and by. pure dint of Reaſoo, 
ſubdued mens minds to its Impire; for 'twas not by 
Racks and Tortures,that it Converted Infidels, 8&.Con- 
; Yinced Hereticks ;; bib; Reaſon, and M irecles;.a9d 
351u2 34 g fl 
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(G2) ; 
ill it began to be ſophiſticated with temporal inter. 
efts; and deſigns, it taught-Iits followers-only-to. in- 
dure, but not to. inflict Perſecutions ? for'this was their 
language'in the purer Ages, Non.eft Rehgionis, cagere 
Keligionem, que ſuſcipi debet ſponte, non vi, as Tertull, 


| oxpreflesis. Reign profety no man to; her ſeryice, 
andfiſdains to have'any Followers, but Vol ntcers : 
to 


btt when once iy Followers begatl K t0 their 
intexeſr, ahd make isthe. Solicitor ;of their. temporal 
defigns, to break into Parties, and i mbarque their own 

ion, and in the ſucceſs of thoſe diſputable Opi- 
nions, that diſtinguiſhed them, then according as they 
had the luck to ſucceed in their Diſputes, and the fa- 
your of the Emperors, they began to ſolicit, and armthe 
temporal power againſt their Adverſariesz in which 
bad praRtice, they imitated thoſe, whom in all other 
things: they did condemn ; namely the Arriens the 
Circamtellians, and . Donatiſts, who were the firſt 


'Chtiſtians that cirher 'perſwaded, or practiſed perſecu- 


tions and yet for a long while fo abhorrent it was 
from the temper of Chriſtians, that Ur/atws, and /thy;.. 
&:, two otherwiſe Catholick Biſhops, for perſwading 
Mauximm; to deſtroy the Priſcilianis, werte branded 
bY their Brethren wich an infamous Character, -and 
ſharply reproved by the good Biſhop of Treveys, who 
_- plainly tells them, Saris, ſupergue ſuffi. 

I _-sS t216- ut Epiſcopal ſententia heretico T uti- 
2.22 path Eecheſijr pelterehtar © \novien oft, 5 
inaudifins nefas t "88" engſani/Eeclefie ade ſeculi jun. 
cart} :-It is ſufficieacrhac Heridicks be baniſhed' by the 
Church as Our-liwyyfrom the Communionvf Chriſt}. 
ans: but'it is » how ar waheurd of wickedneds, thata 


| Cairſe of Reſigioh Sovke be judged: anc pantities "ur 


ſecular Tribunal ; and yet this was above 370 years 
after Chrift : but as the Churches fortunes grew bet- 
ter, and her Sons grew worſe, and ſome of her Fathers 
worſt of all : ſo Perſecution and Tyranny prevailed in 
Chriftendom, till at laft it was baptized,into the name 
of Zeal, andenthroned among the graces of Religion : 
for if we look into the Hiſtory of the Rozen Church, 
we [hall 'find Perſecution firft Preached from the 1n- 
fallible Chair: the Popes whereof growing great, and 
proud, ind impatient of contradi&ion, 'began' firſt to 
niormure againſt rhe Tollcrations of the 'Novatians, 
which bcinga great eye-ſore to thoſe hauginy Pre- 
lates, as foon as they had gotten power into their 
hands, they rooted them out by Force and Violence, 
but yet they had not fp far abandoned all their natural 
fenſe of mercy and goodneſs," 45 to proceed rgblood- 
ſhed, till the Divine Right'of — Fapgot Was in- 
vented by St. Dominick, that rabbid and furious 1n- 
cendiary, by whoſe inftigation 'the 4lhbigenſes were 
waftcd by a dreadful War, and r$00f rhem hurntto 
death, 'becaufe they would nor: abjure theit Religion : 
which horrid butchery was ated by the , _ -.. . 

Commiſſion of Pope nwocenr the third, Tir, 19. tp. 1 
who to encoarage it, granted a plenary | 

pardom and indulgence to'the Executioners , and now 
like Zybias Typers, having taſted Blood, 'they-thirft 
infatigblyfor 'more; and inftcad- of Paſtors turn 
Battchers to the Flock of Chriſt, by their repeated 
Crueltics,' conve that *Charch intg an infamous 
. houſe of Chriftians; which was once fo fa- 
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Church; and this. (© .cryed.up as thyic greay 
Carl;glicon z wiincls the infinite Slaughtery, they bave 
a:tzd and inſtigated in /taly Bohemia, the upper an 
lower Germany: witnels the Speniſh lnquilition,. wherg 
the Holy Fathers confute Hereticks; with Racks ang 
Gibbets,; witncls the Pariſiews. Mallacre, whereour 
Religiou was conſuted. ogly with Skenes, and Dag- 
gers, witncls the Marian days, wherein the Roman 
Faith. was defendcd. ſo gloriouſly againſt all Argy+ 
ments, with only that Dreadful Text, Recant. or Burg : 
and if all this.be not cnough, witneſs that. Horrid 
Powder Plot, thePreyention of which we now Com- 
memorate; a Villany ſo Foul and Monſtrous, as was 
never Parallell'd either in Fi&ion or Hiſtory ; and 
compared with, which, the moft Tragick. Scenes of 
Melangboly Poets, and diſmal Phantaſms of Deſpair- 
ing Sovlls, are but all Comick Tales, Sets of Sport 
and Laughter: a Tragedy ſo deep and bloody, that 
certainly had. the mott barbarous Canibal in America 
been hired to a& it, the very ghought of ut muſt have 
Kartled, him, ito, an. Agony. ; and he could not but 
have reſented, confidering .thus, with himſelf; I am 
now giving Fire toa Train, which at one blog, will 
Ruine a whole Kingdom, tcar in pieces its King and 
Princes, ek bell Mb and Que in the Air , ftrew 
its Ficlds wit Tr |. Quarters of its ſlaugbter- 
of Nobles ard Gegtry, ll iu Sreets with the Theans 
| Lamenzations af. woſul Mathers, the ſhricks.end 
ont, cryes deſolate, Wives & Children, ſhake its 200d» 
ly Tempics, and Royal Palaces intoruines, and.;in ong 
pry” jp wHs Suk | 
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(5) 
moſt merciſul Jeſus, and this Cannibals feaft- of fellow- 
Chriſtians blood prepared to entertain the Father of 
Mercies, and the Prince of Love ; as if they like tlic 
Heathens Demons, fed their hungry Noftrils with the 
Niderous recks and teams of humane ſacrifices : Thus 
by degrees you fee Perſecution is imbodyed into the 
Romiſh Religion ; and when Herehe is rhe-Diſcsſe, 
Ruine-is the only Remedy : A fure one indeed ; bat 
O how heavenly wide of thoſe mild preſcriptions of 
the great Phyſician of ſouls ! who being urged by his 
own Diſciples to-revenge himſelf upon'a company of 
rude and obftinate Sciſmaticks , [many Agony 
that he came not to deftroy mens: lives, but to ſave 
them. The occaſion of which -words was an affront 
which. the Sameritans had offered to our: bleſked Sa- 
viour ;.--who beipg: notorious Sciſmaticks, and pro» 
ſceſled enemies to the Jews, that worſhipped at Jeraſe- 
lem, reſuled to entertain our. Saviour for. one night ; 
perceiving he was a Few; and ſo ob -a contrary Reli- 
gion tothemlelves, upon. which Fames and John mo« 
ved with great indignation, to ſee their bleſſed Maſter 
{6 unworthily {treated, requeſt him; that after the ex 
ample of, E/jas, they might call for fue froy Heaven 
to deſtroy them : , but he. no way approving - their 
motion, ſeverely rebykes them for it, andplainly tells 
them, thatthey knew: vet what ſpirit they were- of ;- as 
much as if;hs ſhould haverſaid; if youwill nceds imi- 
tate that Legal [zolotigk: ſpirit Bias: afted by; what- 
ever ,you-pretend/ycyou: aft, noc like! my Diſciples, 
whoſe ſpirit gnd: genius Onghit to, be-more- tender and 
merciful-z and therefore ,, though theſe: Samarivans 
arc of is diffexent $931. aviReligecs,' ard wilknorim- 
brick, me; nor wy! inda-yeadaribe it mm 
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_ deſtroy hem 3: fot this is quite contrary both to my 


temper, and the deſtgn of my coming 3 which is 'not 
to deſtroy mens lives, but to fave them. $o that you 
ſee the plain ſcope of the words is this; That to de- 
roy mens lives upon the ſcore of Religion, is a pra- 
&icc contraty to:the Spirit of Chriſt, and/the deſign 
of his Religion. Before: 1 proceed to the provf of 
this Propolition, I ball briefly endeavour to tate, and 
reſtrain it within ies jaſt bounds and limits: and they 
are theſe four. | 4-52 5 
Firft, That it is not to be underitood of any Re: 
ligion, -that-is in its own nature wicked and immoral : 
for if: a mans Religiomteacheth Vice, ' or dire&tly pas 
4conizeth i, his Vice is not the lefs punithable, becauſe 
his Religion prompted him to it, Indeed if he keep 
his wicked Opinion to himſelf, itcannot be'punithed, 
beceuſe- it cannot; be known'3 bur if 'he perſfwatic 
others to it, or praiſe ithimlelf ;' it becomes 'matter 
of faRt, and is as puniſbable as the crime is it perſwades 
t0:: for the: great. Rules of Virtue and Good Life, are 
ſo;rloar ant{ perſpicuous, that a man cannot be ipno- 
rept of chem; without being faulty : and therefore if 
a maninabeaces wicked Opinion, and a& or- fpread 
it, the matter of fat is juſtly. puniſhable, according to 
the proportion of.its is rout And indeod if-wicked 
ations were ts be cxculed'upon' the feore of Con- 
Religion | would be mide: a San- 


yorſtzh: 


cither direRly ,. or in their immediate con{cquents, 
undermine the foundations of Government-! for Go. 
verament being indiſpenſably neceflary to the well- 
being of the world, - men ought to know that that can 
be. no good Religion which -teacheth Dodtrines, 
whoſe conſequents deftroy' it ; and therefore its juſt 
and reaſonable it ſhould be rooted out, as a dangerous 
peſt, and nuiſance tothe publick intereſt ; and the ne- 
cellity of the thing, will juſtifie the lawſulneſs of it : 
For were Princes bound to tolerate ungovernable 
principits, they muſt be Kings no longer than they 
can get leave to reign, from the humour or conſcience 
of cach liot-brained Opinioniſts ; and all their Au- 
thority muſt be dependant upon the little capricio's 
of every peeviſh Zealot ; the conſequents of which 
muſt be the diflolution of Government, and that an 
in-let to all diſorder and confufion : and therefore 
thoſe that under a pretence of Religion propagate 
ſuch principles , are juſtly accountable for all the 
vor mggung inconveniences, and puniſhable accord- 
ingly. 
Thirdly, That the Propofition is not to be under- 
Kood- of our practice, but of our Judgements and. 
Opinions : for every man hath a natural Right, - as he 
is a Rationable creature, to judg for himſelf; and to 
punilh any one for ſo doing, is the greateſt tyranny in 
the world ; it being an exerciſe of F hadaios over the 
minds of men, which. are ſube&tonly to-the Empire 
of God ;' but as for our practice, that's lidble' to the 
reſtraints of humane Laws ; and that as well in Sacred, 
a in; Civil Aﬀeirs ; thty cannot indeed oblige us to 
do whet God rv ard yy guar Howe Ba 
the ſupreme Aithority ,- ought to take'iplacy'dg - 
} , 
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all the countermapds of any inferiour power whatſo- 
ever:but then thero.arc a world of things which remain 
in.a tate of indifferency, and are:left undetermined 
both by the natural, and. pofitive Laws of God : and 
theſe are. all liable-to the commands and determina- 
tions of hamane Authority, and ate rhe-proper mat- 
ter of Civil and Ecclefhaftical Laws ;:to-the extent of 
whoſe juriſdiction , there can. be no other reſtraint, 


.than only the countermand of. g Syperiour Authority; 


.and thereſore if there be nothing antecedently evi! 
enjoyned by the Laws, whether Civil,or Ecclefiaſtical, 
we are: bound to obey them and if we donor, we are 
juſtly puniſhable ſor our diſobedience.  Indecd- if: we 
believe the thing enjoyned to. be evil, though it be 
not, we ought-not to do it, in. obedience to the Su- 
preme Authority of God, which we believe bath for- 
bidden -it : -but yet if we miftake, and the thing be 
not evil; but in its own nature indifferent, we are juſt - 
ly puniſhable for the- not doing it, becauſe our 
miſtake alters not the nature of the thing ; if it be in- 
different, it is a proper obje& of humane Laws, whe- 
ther we think it ſo or no, and as ſuch may juſtly be 
impoſed ; and the impoſition being juſt, our not 
obeying it muſt necds be juſtly puniſhable. In this 
extremity therefore we have no other redreſs, but to 
ſeek information , and get our miſtaken conſciences 
better inſtruted3,and it when we bave done all, we 
cannot alter - our Qpinion, our meek and paticnt ſub- 
miſſion to the penalty, will be our excuſe before the 
Tribunal of God. | 

Fowrthly, And laſtly, that the Propofition is notto 
-be.underftood of — 6 evo profeffion of 
ovr - Opinicns, : ſo: as to difturb the Ro the 
'' -hurch 
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Church with them, ſo long as men are humble and 
modeſt in their difſent, and do not go about to ad- 
-vance their Opinions into or” ae to m_ 
and rend the Church maog hp "mo, 
no reaſon why they ſhould be = 
ted forthem ; but if rnaqriva, ger wr difſent, 
to the pre cjudice of the publick Pcace and Intreft , 
and doat. lo much. .upon their own conceits , as to 
phancy them necellary for all the -reft of Mankind, 
and. conſequently go abeut to, vex their ne kbours . 
proropal their Rulers, and vnleretle the Govertiment 
bey rapeguring. of them z if through an iticdnfi> 
derate Zeal for their owh ootions, they. ſhould” be 
a&ive and induſtrious ta make_a Party again the 
Church, and, withdraw. others fr afro 
they are. offenders to. the. pX PIck Fence, 0 ann 


are juſtly liable. to pusj for 
contider, that unlels their Noah of 
ment than the Churches Peace. it ought | 
give way toi, 'and that ers are nd. | 
weighty, enough to ballance- ,the. Churches | 2 
whoſe contraries da not underm 'Chriltiagity i 
ſclf, and utterly deſcat the ends ny Cricn S6ci 

for everyman is obliged, by vertue of being in Soi . 
ty, todo his utmoſt to- preſerve: the Ko and i in4 
treſt of it, and to joyn in all abts of it, . ſo fr} as go 
tend thereunta z. and diſſent {rom rom eyery th 
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endz of Chriſtian Society, 
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(it); 
| this man will be ready to burſt till he hath vented 
himſelf; and the other will be as impaticot till he bath ' 
contradicted what he bath ſaid : and whilft both arc 
thus zealous to: proſclite each- other, neither will be 
content with a fingle conqueſt-z: but the publick muſt 
be diſturbed, ang by the Zeal of the contending Par- 
ties, rent ifito.infinite StRs and Divifions ;. ſo that you 
- ſee it is indiſpenfibly :necefſary,. that there ſhould be 
ſome reſtraint, though not upon-mens xray yer 
upon their publick profeſſion of them, fince without 
it, the Church will be incvitably expoled to perpetual 
tumults and difturbances. Having thos Rated and 
bounded the Propoſition, you ſee the plain meaning 
of it isthis, That it is contrary to the Spirit of Chriſt, 
and the genius of Chriſtianity , to deftroy or perſe- 
cute men for meer. Opinions, 'or errours in Religion : 
that it is ſo, I (hall indeavour to prove from thele fol- 
lowing Inftances.' * \ 2 
I. Ir is cofitrary.to that tenderneſs and compaſſion 
which Chriſtianity requireth of: us : For our Religion 
enjoyns us to ſympathize with the miſerable; and not 
to add affli&ions to'the afflited; and therefore falli- 
bility being the natural imperfeQion, and unhbappi- 
neſs of humane underftandings, the errours of them 
ſhould rather be the ſubje& of our pity, thari our re- 
venge : for 'tis as much out of our power, not to err, 
as not to be fick or die: and we may as reaſonably 
puniſh a man for not immortal, as for not being 
infallible :” for the ſeeds of fallibility arc ſown in the 
nature of our underſtandings, as well as thoſe of mor- 
tality/in- the temper of our bodies ; and we can no 
more avoid being [miſtaken in all inſtances than we 
cars pteyentithe. conſumption of our radical niplture; 
& 201-508 B 2 "4 4 
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all we car do is to endeavour nat to: err 3. to fiend as 
faſt as 'we cant in the center of Truth; but if when we 
have done fo, 'we ſhould recl on dither hagd towards 
the circumference of ertour; we haye done our duty, 
and were not bound not to be miſtaken : for no 0bli, 
gp can reach a mans conſcience, if it be impod- 
ble; we cannot be bound to do more than our bc ; 
to have the underftanding.of an Angel, or to be in» 
fallible ; for theſe are rhings that are not within the 
ſphere of our chotce, and re are 80 matters of 
Law, or fubjets of rewards and puniſhments ; 'Tis 
rrue, errour is many times occafioned by a corrupt 
byas in the will; and mens underſtandings. arc fre» 
quently mif-led by their luſts ; and then indeed the 
errour hath a guilt derived to it from that cvil prin. 
ciple to which it owes its original : but if we ſee men 
honeft in their lives, we aro bound to think them fo 
in their errours too; and if their errours be only in» 
aocent miſtakes, what an inhumanity is it to perſe- 
cut them ſor that which is their maſery only, and not 
their fin'” who but » Barbevian would cut & mans 
throat, for being poor, or blind, 'or:lame 7 and is it 
not akogethier «s barbarous , -and erue] to. deſtroy a 
raan for that, which is the poterty, and blindneſs, and 
lameneſs of his underftanding 7 what is this, but oo 
lay load upon 1oad;. to trample upon the proſtrate, and 


A tn on TOm_—_ Su that a difle- 


rout education, 'Fifferent Books anc company. have 
calt thy Brothors' 'emderftunding - ants. a: different 
ure from thine 3; is it reaſonable that theeckora thou 
ouldeſt perfecute and defiroy him@ ;os rathes iu cit 
not: as unreaſonable; #s iF-rhow ſheuldeft eur off, his 
head, becauſe he hath a divple- Rr 


——_ es 


3. 2 , 


(01) 

mould of! his cheeks, or ſome line in his face that 
renders him unlike thee ? ſuppoſe he hath the ill luck 
to believe ſome Propoſition, which to you and I ſcems 
wild, abſurd and unreaſonable, muſt we preſcatly beat 
out his Opinion with his brains, becauſe rhe poor ſoul 
was ſo unfortunate as to be mil-led by education, and 
impoſed upon by Authority and Cuſtom, which we 
ſee do ſo often cheat the honefſteft minds ; and like a 
mighty whirlpool, having once ſucked a man in, do 
keep his head under watcr, and make it almoſ im- 
poſſible for him to emerge, or recover himſelf? How 
can ſuch a piece of cruelty, do ye think, confift with 
the tenderneſs and compaſſion which our Religion 
enjoyns. 

IL It is deftrutive of the union and harmony 
among Chriſtians, which the Chriftian Religion re- 
quires : for certainly the defign of Chriftianity is not 
to reconcile mens notions, or to beget in the world 
- an univerſal harmony in ſyſtems of orthodox Opini- 
ons; which confidering the frame of humane nature, 
the infinite variety of mens ages and complexions, . 
and the different .of our underſtandings, would 
be, I doubt, as vain a proc, as toattempt to build - 
« Caftic in the Aline. nor indeed is it neceſſary that 
men ſhould be allFof one Opinion, any mors than + 
that all ſhould; one humour and temper: for as 
intheſe, Divi idence hath made a great diver- 
ſity, in which there is both beauty, 'and convenience : 
ſo perhaps for the ſame reaſon it hach contrived va- 
ety of Opinions, inwhich if there were an univerſal 
harmony, :mankind would be at a loſs for ſubjts of. 

i z and 46 be deprived bf « greet part of the 
 pleafores: of : conveaſation.: The anion —_— 
O71 which: 
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which. our Religion doth 1o ftudiouſly-defign, and 


-zealouſly promote, is that of hearts and affeRions, and 
this, I doubt not, might well cnough confift with dif- 
:ſerent-Opinions, were they but managed with. that 


Humility, Modeſty, and Charity which becomes Chri- 
ſtians: were we but ſo. modeſt, as.tor propoſe. our Opi- 
nions calmly , or to keep them to our ſelves ; iſo 


. humble'as not to over-value our own-notions, and 
-fancy them neceſſary for all the reſt of mankind z ſo 


Charitable, as toalow our Brethren a liberty of O- 
'pining, and not to Damn and Perſecute them, becauſe 
their Brains are of « diftcrent Figure from ours ; I can» 
not imagin why difference in Opinions ſhould more 
diſturb the Church, than difference in Faces; for ſuch 
a demeanour. one towards another would infallibly 
keep our. Charity alive, which when all is done, is 
-the ſtrongeſt ligament of Chriſtian Society, and the 
ſareſt band of the Communion of Saints; for this will 


twine and claſp our ſouls together, :and tyc us one ta®” \ 


.another by the heart firings.: But the deſtroying mens 
lives upon. the ſcore-of their Opinions, is the moſt 
effeual way in the world to: ſupplant Charity. For | 
how is it-poſlible, confidering the paſſions of humane 
nature, that the Perſecuted Pagagi#ſhould love-their 
Perſecutors, whom they ſec armed with Fire and Fag- 
got todeftroy them? and when hate them (as 
-they will ſoon do when they c e them) their 


paſſion will immediately provoke their Reaſon to 
.damn-and cenſure them, which is the only means thar 
Perſecuted People have a tay tothe tomach of their 
hungry Vengeance, till they have power, and. oppor- 
-zunity to.-glut .it jn_thke blood of their  Perſecutors : 
and if in the: revoldtion of things, the _— 
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fhopld get above their Perſecutars, what can be ex- 
gm that to preſerve themſelves, they will de- 

roy them from whom they can expe&: nothing 
but deftruion, ſhould another .revolution mount 
them uppermoſt again ; and ſo Chriſtendom will be 
made a Cock-pit of Cruelties, and as often| as mens 
underſtandings are deceived, and abuſed; ſo often 
there will be new Executions and Maſlacres, which 
muſt therefore needs be the more cruel and ynmerci- 
ful, becauſe they are ſo Conſecrated with a pretence of 
Religion : for when Religion,, which, ſhould. be the 
Antidote of our Cruelty, proves its. greateſt Incen- 
tive, it muſt needs run on the faſter into miſchief, by 
how much that which topped its courle before, drives. 
it on with the greater violence; ſo that by Perſecu-. 
ting men upon the ſcore of Opinion, we do what in. 
us lies, to baniſh Charity out of the World; and in the 
. room of that Love and Union, which our Religion, in- 
z0yns, to introduce nothing but Rage, Revenge, and 
Egpelty ; and to make Chritendom more Barbarous. 


p - ICA4+ 
7's contrary to that method which Chriſtia- 
abes.us forlhe; Convincing Deceived, and, 
the:only\Remedy our Holy, 
we urc of Errour, is Charity, 
4 LRealnn 4 for. the ſenſe. 
; deſcribed. in. theſe excel- 
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them by cutting [their throats ,” its evident by this 


Text, we muſt cither not perſecute men, or quit the 
title of being the ſervants of God. So alfo the fame 
Apoſtle in Gal. 6. 1. Brethren, if any man be overtaken 
with an errour, ye that are ſpiritual reflore ſuch 4 one 
in the ſpirit of meekneſs. And fure there is fome dif- 
ference between deſtroying, and reſtoring a man'; be- 
tween the halter, and the ſpirit of mcekneſs, *Tis true 
indeed, the procedure of the Goſpel was more feyere 
and rigorous againſt wicked and obftinate. Hereticks ; 
but then it was not for their Opinions barely'; but for 
the wickedneſs of their Opinions, and obfinate per- 
ſeveranco in them, to the difturbance of the Churches 
Peace ; both which I have ſhewed you are excepted 
caſes : but yet asthe Goſpel was a great deal renderer 
of making Hereticks, than the Church of Rem is ;. fo 
was it alſo s great deal gentler in poniſhing cbem ;_ for 
its utmoſt ſeveriry agdinft them was excommunice- 
tion, which at the worſt did not deftroy mens fouls 
but only configned them to thar fad portion the 
deferved, and ſhould have, received indepe 

from the Churches cenfare; bug the primary del 
of it-was to ſcare them into a fob mind; which 

obtained, it proceeded no f that in it 

nature it was medicinal; angthi 
ful and uncafic potion, by reaſoi 
poſſeſſion of their bodies,” to.to | el 
yet in it ſe} *twas hotkefome,' and Rltorative, and did 
no man hurt, unleſs he would 'himſelf; but if he 
would beobſtinate in' his wickednefs, notwithſtand- 
ing he ſcttthe wo s of it, he migbt thank him- 
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but to deſtroya mans life is as ſtrange a way to cure 
bim of his Errors, as cutting, off his head 1s to cure 
him of the Toothach ; for 'the only way to reduce 
bim, is to perfivade his wnderſtanding, which we (ball 
hardly do honing out his Brains 'tis true indeed, 
corporal puniſhments may make a man diſlemble, his 
Opinion, and profeſs contrary to his Conſcience and 
Judgement 3 but they have no more Vertue in them 
to inform his Conſcience, or rectific his Judgement 
than ſyllogiſms, or demonſtrations have, to cure him 
of the Stone or Strangury, and therefore what ever he 
may pretend, he cannot think his Opinion truer or 
Faller, becauſe you threaten to wrack and torture 
him for it, for ſuch premiſles can infer, no concluſion 
but only that of his life, ſo whilſt you attempt by 
luch rough arguments to force him into your Opi- 
nion3 you may perhaps vanquiſh his Courage , but 
J ou will never alter his Judgement z and if you make 
him a Hypocrite, and terriftie him into a Profeſſion of 
what he doth not believe; inſtead of erefting a Tro- 
phe to God, you {hall but build a Monument for the 
Devil: And as Perſecution is a bad remedy for Er+ 
rors,{o 'tis a worle Antidote againſt it ; for if you con+ 
fult Eccleſiaſtical hiſtory you will fiad, that Fire and 
Faggot hath made more Hereticks, than it ever de» 
ſtroyed, witneſs'the Priſcillianiſts, who as Selpitins 
tells us, were ſo far from being ſuppreſled by the 
death of Priſcil/ian, that they. were more confirmed 
by it, and grew much more numerous z and it is the 
complaint of one of the 7t«/ian Inquiſitors, that he 
had found after 40 years experience, 
wherein they had . deſtroyed; above Gr, re ct 
ioocco Hereticks ; they: were ſo far - pur Grid, 
C from 
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| from being ſapprefied or weakened,that they were 


much more ſtrengthened and encreaſed. For'there 
is a popular pitty thar follows all perſons in miſery , 
which breeds likeneſs of affeFion, and that very often 
likeneG in Opinion ; and fo much the rather, becauſe 
he that Perſecutes another for his Opinion, gives the 
mitttitude reaſon to ſixſpe&t, that that is the beſt atgu- 
ment he eah urge againſt it : whereas on the contra- 
ry, he that dies for his Opinion, and feals it with his 
Blood, confirms it with the moſt popular argument in 
the world ; for although [ as one ſays] laying a wager 
be an argument of c nnitercetuker then of truthzyct 
when a man ſtakes his life and ſoul, it argues at leaſt, 
that he' is reſigned, and Honeſt, and Charitable, and 
Noble; and this among weak people will more ad- 
vance his Opinion then reaſon, and demonſtration : 
So by perſecuting of Error, we do what in us lyes to 
Canonize itz and by Crowning of it wth the glory 


' of Martyrdom'4 we take an effecual courſe to'en- 


creaſe the number of its Voterys. | 

IF. Andlaftly, It is contrary to that care, and ten- 
der regard of Truth, which Chriſtianity 1njoyas us ; 
for m'many inſtances there is ſo near a reſemblance 
between Truth an1Error, that our purblind reaſon 
can hardly diſtinguiſh between them. and therefore 
if Error were left to the Perſecutions of ſuch fallible 
creatures as we, Truth would be expoſed to inevitable 
danger”; for if you ſet ablind man to weed your Gar- 
den ; you muſt expe& that ſometimes he will pull up 
flowers inſtead of weeds: and if we that are fo prone 
to err,ſhould be anthorized to root up Error, 'twould 
be'impoſtible but we ſhould ſometimes miſtake, and 
root up Truth tnſtead of Error ; and therefore out 


Saviour 


(9) 
Saviour conlidering thts, hath reſerved that pawef in 
his own hands, as you may {ce at large in Mafth. 13, 
24.&c. Another Parable put he forth unto them, ſaying, 
The Kingdom of Heaven is likened unto a man that 
ſoweth good ſeed in his field, and while men ſlept, his 
enemy came and ſowed tares among his wheat, and went 
away : upon which this mans ſeryants ask him, in the 
28 verſe,zit they ſhould go and gather up the tares; to 
which he anſwers him, way, /eſt while ye gather up the 
tares, ye root up alſo the wheat with them : let. both 
grow together antil the Harveſt. By the field here, all 
men agree, weare to underſtand the Church, and by 
the ſeed ſown in it, that of the pure and found do- 
frines of Religion; ſo that all the difficulty of the 
Parable, lyes in RE what is meant by the 
tares,and what by the not gathering the tares: Bythe 
the tares,muſt be meant either perſons of wicked lives; 
or of falſe and evil Opinions;and by the not gathering 
theſe tares, muſt be underſtood,either the not cutting, 
them oft by the Temporal ſword, or the not excom- 
municating, and cutting them off by the Spiritual 
ford ; bur by the tares, cannot be meant perſons of - 
wicked lives, for then the Text would forbid the 
puniſhment of evil doers ; by not gathering the tares, 
cnnot be meant the not cutting them off by the Spirt- 
tual ſword; for then the Text would forbid the Church 
to excommunicate either; wicked livers, or obſtinate 
Hereticks : And therefore of neceflity by the tares, 
muſt be meant perſons of evil Opinions 3 and by the 
not gathering then, the not deſtroying them-by the 
Temporal (word, and this Interpretation is very much 
favoured, by the reaſon that is given of the Prohibi- 
-tion, leaſt ye alſo root up the wheat with them ; as if 
| C 2 he 
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he ſhould have ſaid, as for external wickednefles, 1 
freely leave them to the laſh of humane Judicatures ; 
the re&itude or obliquity of them being far more 
diſcernable, then of inward ſpeculations, and Opini- 
ons; but I will by no means truſt-you with the punith-. 
ment of Errors; leaſt through intereſt; paſſion, or 
miſtake, you ſhould exterminate the Truth with it, 
for you being ſo fallible, and apt to err, it wimpoſli- 
ble but ſometimes you mult miſs the mark ; miſtake 
the wheat for: tares, and hit the Truth, though you: 
aime at Error. Having thus ſhewed you how co- 
trary it is to the ſpirit, and genius of Chriſtianity, to 
deſtroy mens lives, upon the ſcore of mere Opinion, 
or Religion ; I' ſhall now conclude what I have faid, 
with one inference from the whole. 

Uſe, From hence Tinfer,theAntichriſtian tyranny of 
the Church of Roe, who hath flethed her ſelf with 6 
many tlaughters,anddyed herGarments fo deep in the 
blood of Chriſcians, upon. no other ſcore, but only 
their differing from her, in ſome (at lea(t) diſputable, 
and harmleſs Opinions 3 becauſe upon her bare word 
they could nor believe propoſitions, which to them 
ſeemed” co:mrary to ſenſe, and reaſon, and Scripture 
and their Faith had not ſtomach enough, to digeſt 
the moſt fulſome abfurdities and ſwallow the grotieft 
contradictions : Bleſled/ Jeſu / that ever a Church 
pretending to be thy. Spouſe, ſhould be fo for get- 
ful of thy mercies, as to ſpill the blood of ſo many 
thouſands of Chriſtians, upon no other account , 
but becauſe they could not believe her abſoluti- 


: on ſuch a Philoſophers Stone, as to turn attrition 1n- 


to effetual'Repentance 35 and a few words of a Prieſt, 
ſuch a powerful charm, as, to conjure a manto Hea- 


venin an inſtant : and becauſe thou halt made. _ 
nels 
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"neſs the ſole condition of etefnal life, durſt not de- 
pend upon confraternities, ſtations, arid priviledge- 
Altars, Agnus Der's, little offices, amulets, and ſuch 
like hallowed baubles, becauſe they could not wor- 
ſhip Images, and pray to God, and Saints ih the ſame 
form of words, and durſt not runfrom Scripture, to 
uncertain traditions, and from ancient traditions; unto 
new pretences ; from reaſonable ſervices; into blind: 
dcvotionsz from believing the neceſlity of inward 
ads of piety, and devotion, into a dangerous tempta- 
tion of reſting upon the Ops Operatyurr, the meer 
numbring of {o many Beads, and faying 'of ſo many 
prayers! that ever Chriſtians ſhould be deſtroyed by 
Chriſtians, for not belicving all thoſe monſtrous ab- 
ſardities, which tranſubſtantiation implies, that 
Chriſts body may be in a thouſand places at the fame 
time ; that it may ſtay in aplace while it is going from 
it, be both in, and out of the ſame place, in the ſame 
mement 3 that 1t may come from Heaven to Earth, 
and yet never ſtir out of Heaven, nor be any where 
inthe' way between ; that his whole body is in each 
"crumb of each conſecrated wafer, and that with- 
out being leſſened , all-its parts are-crouded up into 
oneſingle attom, and lye all within the compaſs of a 
Pin's head, though it be 4 footlong 3; that though it be 
whole and entire in every crumb, and there be 10000 
of theſe crambs in 16000, diſtant places z yet doth it 
not nultiply into 10000 bodies, but (till remains one 
and the ſame : now what greater tyranny can there 
be, thanto —_ and maſlacre men for not be 
aeving ſuch a' maſs of palpable contradictions? ar 


"yet fortheſe, and ſuch hke'cauſes it is that Koxze hath 


"{o often: waſhed her barbarous hands in Proteſtant 
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blood; imbroiled the Chriſtian world, and by* the 
terrour of her awful thunder-bolts, ſcared Subjects in- 
to Rebellion againſt their lawful Soyeraigns, and So- 
veraigns into perſecution of their natural Subjects: of 
the truth of which I could give you a thouſand forein 
inſtances 3 but in complyance with the time and occa- 


ſton, Iſball rather chuſe to confine my ſelf at home : 


to deſtroy mens lives upon the ſcore of Religion, was 
a practice never known in Erxgland, till the time of 
Henry the 4th 3 who being an Ulſurper, and ſo liable to 
many enemies, both forein and domeſtick ; ſought to 
eadear the Pope to him, who was then moderator of 
Chriſtendom, by ſending him, as a token of his love 
and duty, the blood of his enemies: and for many 
years after this was the yearly ſacrifice our Engliſh 
Monarks werefain toofferup to the Rowan Idol; and 
whenſoever through their own weakneſs, they cither 
teared, or were forced to flatter him ; they had no 
other way to appeaſe the angry Demon, but by cau- 
ſing their children to paſs through the fire to him, and 
glutting his thirſty vengeance with their blood : . but 
when afterwards our Erglifþ Monarchs threw off the 
Roman yoak, and would no longer be the Popes 
Leeches; he immediately iſſueth out his Bulls, and 
excommunications to alarum their ſubjects into a Re- 
bellion againſt them: for immediately upon Queen 


- Elizabeth's coming to the Throne, Pope Paulthe 4th. 


refuſeth to acknowledge her, pretending this Crown 
to be a fee of the Papacy, and that therefore '1t was 


© ng ores done of her, to aſſume it without his 


ve; and becauſe ſhe would not tura out-immedi- 


ately, when her great Landlord. bad given: her fuch 
; fair warning, Pope Pier the. 5th. takes Out a Writ of 
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Fjetment, Haeth out his Bull, and depoſeth her 5 in 
which he thus expreſſerh himlclf, Yolumws, & jubemys 
_ ut adverſus Elizabetham Anglie Reginam ſubditi arma 
cxpeſſant; vt 15 our will and command that the Subjects 
of England take up Arms againft their Queen: upon 
which followed the Northern Rebellion, and fundry 
private attempts of the Papiſts,to murder her : After- 
wards Pope Gregory.the 15th. having two Baſtards to 
provide for,one of his own,and another of the Empe- 
rours, he beſtowed the Kingdom of Exg/ad upon the 
one, and that of Tre/and upon the other ; but neither 
of theſe prevailing, Sixtws the 5th. curſcs her afreſh, 
aad publiſhes a cruſade again(t her; and bequeaths 
the whole right of her Dominions to Philip the 2d. 
King of $pziz 3 but when neither the Popes bounty, 
nor the bleſlings of his ſucceflors, nor the SpaniſbArms, 
nor1taliauArts,could prevail again{tGod'sprovidence, 
which tilt the end of her daies puched its teats about 
- her. Pope Clement the 8th, ſeeing there was no other 
remedy, reſolved to let her go ike a Heretick as ſhe | 
was, and to take more care that another Herctick 
might not ſucceed her ; for which end he ſent over 
two Breves into Exglard ; one to the Clergy, and ano- 
ther to the Laity ; commanding them not to ſuffer any 
but a Catholick, though never ſo near in blood to 
ſucceed her the deſign of which was to exclude King 
. James, who was the fole Heir apparent to the Crown 
upon which the Papiſts indeavoured to their utmoſt, 
to preyent his coming in,and afterwards to throw him 
out again 3 and when neither took ctiett, at laſt they 
reſolye to ſend him to Heaven with a vengea ce, by a 
blow. of Gun-powder ; which was a villany fo black 
:and odious, that the Romaniſts themſelves do bluth 


to 
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to own it : And indeed, were it not ſo apparent from 
the confeſſions of the Traitors themſelves ; who ac- 
knowledged the Jeſuits to be their Conſpirators, that 
egged them on by their pernicious counſels; ſwore 
them to ſecrelie by the holy Trinity, and gave them 
the Sacrament uponit, that they ſhould neither with- 
draw themſeves from, nor diſcover it to others with- 
out common conſent : I ſay, were it not for theſe, and 
a thouſand other notorious circumſtances, one 
would have thought it impoſſible ſuch a helliſh de- 
fign could ever have becn aftcd under the wing and 
patronage of the beſt Religion that ever was : but he 
that ſhall conſider the bloody principles with which 
the Kowan Church hath ſophiſticated Chriſtianity, 
mult needs confeſs that there is no wickedneſs ſo hor- 
rid, of which her Religion will not make her capable; 
for 'tis decreed by the Lateran Council, that in caſe 
any Prince be a favourer of Hereticks, the Pope ſhall 
diſcharge his Subjects from their allegiance, and give 
away his Kingdom to ſome Catholick, who upon 
rooting out thoſe Hereticks, ſhall poſſeſs it without 
coatradiftion : and 'tis the general Dodrine of her 
moſt celebrated Divines, that the Pope hath power to 
depoſe Kings at his pleafure 3 and this Father Parſons 
determines to be a point of Faith, to believe it is in 
the Popes power to depoſe Heretical Princes 3 and 
that ſubjects are upon their being declared heretical, 
thereby abſolved from all duty of obe- 

hows p 1 edit. {ence to him; and this Be/ar7ix proves 
IR” - oh large, by giving us ſundry examples of 
Popes, who have Jenoled "p.. and Emperours as 


of Gregory the ſecond, who ſeprived the Emperour 
Leo of a great part of his Daminjons, becauſe he op- 
bs + 4 _ woo G | -pofed 
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oppoſedthe worſhip of Images ; of Pope Zacherie who 
depoſed Childerick of France; of Gregory the 7th who 
depoſed Henry the 4th Emperor of Germany ; of Ixno- 
cent the 3d, who depoſed the Emperor 
Othothe 4th ; of Innocent the 4th, who — xv 
depoſed Frederick the 24, and (lement 

the 6th, who alſo depoſed Lewis the 6th, ard fo at laſt 
gravely concludes ;. that becauſe they had done ſo, they 
might do ſo ſtill; as if wickedneſs were ſanRiſyed by 
wicked Examples. So allo Gregory de Yalentia affirms, 
that an Heretical Piince may by the WE, 
Popes Sentence be deprived of his Life, 9113, = 
Eltate, and Soveraignty.. ,But beyond 

all theſe are thoſe Traitercus fofitions of Marienathe 
Spaniſh Jefuitez who aftirms, That it is not only Law- 
ful ro kill a King upon the Popes S:nrance ; but al- 
ſo upon the Verdict of a few Learned DoRors: and 
diſcourſing pro and cop of the moſt convenient way of 
doing it, at laſt determines Poiſoning to be the moſt 
Orthodox. and Catholick. And if we es 
look into the Hiſtorics of theſe laſt 600 43% OT 
years, we (hall find their practice hath 

made a bloody Comment on their Do&rines ; for in 
thoſe days when Excommunications from Rowe were fo 
terrible, and all things ſhrunk at the flaſh of thoſe 
Thuanders ; it was the ordinary Recreation of thoſe 
inſolent Prelates, to play at Foot-ball with the Crowns 
of Princes, and trample on the Necks of Emperors : 
as the Fredericks, the Henries, the Lodovict, Bquari, 
found by wofu! experience, who were abaridoned of 
their SubjeRs,-their Kindred, . their Allies, their own 


Children-;  werg.troden under, foot, depoſed from their 
} a2 15 Hereticksand chaſed like Ra5kals. 


fil 
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Theſe goodly Mirrours one would think were faffici. 
ent to warn all Chriſtian Princes to ſhake off the Yoak 
that for {-» many ages hath galed the Necks of their 
Anceſtors, But if aſter ſo mIny woful Examples, there 
ſhould remain any doubt of the Tyrannick Cruelties 
of Rome, let us Remember that pair of Royal Sacrifices 
the two laſt Henry's of France, both barbarouſly mur- 
dered by the Popes Executioners: the Firſt by the 
hand of a{Fryar, whoſe Villany was com- 

Orat. Sixt.5th, mende by Pope Sixtw the 5th in an 
> at 231%. Oration to his Cardinals ; wherein he 
compares the Fat with the Incarnation 

and ReſurrcRion of ChriK : and the Fryars Virtue and 
Courage, and fervent Love to God, to that of Judith, 
and EliaFar, in the Maccabees. Bleiſed God ! what 
wickedneſs will theſe men tick at the head of whoſe 
Religion Cannonizeth Regicide, and Chriſtians mur- 
der a meritorious Virtue ? and why ſhould the Papifts 
be albamed to own the Powder Treaſon, [which though 
it may compare with the blackeft Int cs of Hel, 
and was foul cnough to bring the Devil himſelf into 
diſgrace J yet was warranted by the Principles of their 
bloody Religion ? But'tis an old Maxim of the Komen 
Poliricks, never to owtian unficceſsful Villany ; and 
without doubt had not the Parifian Maſſacre taken ef- 
ſet, in which 300095 Proteſtants were ſlaughtered in 
one night, the Papifts would have as loudly diſclaimed 
that, as now they do the Powder Treaſon: but it being 
ſucceſsful, the news of it at Rome, as their own Thas- 
PR was tells us, was welcomed with' Pablic 
kd.z3,.  Feftivals, bonfites, an Ty . 

t 


Pope himſelf cangratulacing the *Inh 
cruelty of the French King, comeclig nm the Paith of 
thoſe bloudy Wretches, whoſe hands wore imbrewed 
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as: 4 
in' the'Slaoghter, and diftributing his Paternal Blef- 
fings among them: And without all controverſic had 
Fanx and Cateſby been but as ſucceſsful as thcy, their 
Faith had been as much praiſed, and their Perſons as 
much bleſſed ; and the Fifth of November had been as 
bigh « Feſtival in the Kom4y Calender, as it is now in 
the Ezgliſh. Thus if you trace the Romiſb Religion in 
all her late Progreſles, you will find that her way hath 
lead all along through a wildernefs of Confuſion, and 
4 Red Sea of Blood : and though now the exerciſeth 
lefs Crueltics in the World, than formerly ; yer her 
Will is the ſame, her Principles the ſame, her Docs- 
ments of Cutting Throats the fame, though bleſſed be 
God her Power and Jntereſt is abated : For now a days; 
Princes are grown too ſtout to kifs his Holinefs's Toe, 
to hold his Stirrup, and run like Lacquies at his heels: 
Thoſe Golden Days are'gone, atid he that was wont 
to Command, is fain to Intreat his own Children ; 
and as an Ingenious Author hath obſerved, whilſt 
Princes can ftand upon their own legs, they may goe 
their own pace, as ſalt and as ſlow as they pleaſe ; but 
ſhould any misfortune throw them upon all four, we 
ſhall ſoon ſee his Holineſs get up and Ride them whet 
pace he pleaſes: and being beftrid by ſuch a furious 
Tehs, to A ſure they will want neither Whip nor Spur 
to make them as ſwift to ſhed blood as ever. For thus at 

reſent, the French King may allow his Hugonets. wheat 
iberty he pleaſes, and his Holineſs is fain to ii fil), 
and be filent ; being kept in. aw by that Paiſſane Mo- 
narch, whoſe Cannon Bullets, are grown: too ſtron 
for his Thunder-bolts: But the Caſe was obeewils 
with Char&s the 9h, who. being . weakened by Faci- 
of, and impoveriſhed by civil Broils, was it a' manner 
"os D 2 ne- 
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urceſſitated to thatlnfamousButchery at?«ris,taappeaſe 
the Pope, and ptcvent the Excommunication he threat- 
ned him, unleſs he ſp:edily deſtroyed the Higonots with! 
Fire and Sword: And indeed the Pope is bound both 
by their Councels, and Canons to deſtroy Hereticks, if 
he can ; and which is all one, to Excommunicate their 
FavGurers : for this is decreed in the 4th Lateran Coun- 
cel, that all Hereticks ſhould be Excommunicated, and 
then delivered- up to the laſh of the Secular Powers ; 
but if the Prince, or Secular Power being Required, 
and Admoniſhed by the Church, do not endeavour to 
their utmoſt, to exterminate, and deftroy theſe Here- 
ticks, he ſhall be preſcntly Excommunicated by the 
Metropolitan or Arch-Biſhop ; and if within a year he 
doth not amend, his obftinacy ſhall be fignifyed to the 
Pope, Ut ex tunc i Vaſallos ab ejus fidelitate denuntiet 
4bſolutos, &c. That from that time the 
Conc, Lat, F-<. 3, Pope may denounce his Subje&s ab- 
Colle. diverſ.con. ſolved from their Allegiance to him: 
{tit pars 3. p. 72. and Gregory the 137th, in that famous 
Bull of his, Intituled £itere proce ſus 
lefte die Cane Domini, Excommunicates, all Huſſites 
wiclivites, Zuinglians, Calvinifts, Hugonots, and other 
Hereticks, together with their Concealers, and Favou- 
rers., and in general all thoſe which defend them ; fo 
that according to this Bull, a Child cannot conceal his 
Parents, nor. a Prince Reſcue his. SubjeRe from-the 
Popes Blood-hounds, under the Penalty of Excommus., 
nication: And Pope Fwlims the 34 in another Bull, hath 
"4 determin'd, That if any man examin the 
De Vita Tanatt 13 Doctrine of the Pope, by the Rule of 
21, P.335- + 5: fd! ao gdl3 
Gods Ward and ſeeing it is different 
chance to contradi# it, he ſhall be rooted out wit 


Fire . 
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Fire and Sword. Was not thiss precious Vicar, do. you 
egos fo to. doom ,mey to y nave 5. for not -_ 
lieving h4s.own. unreaſonable dictates, before the in- 
fallible Oracles of God himſelf ? And yet theſe Bulls 
of the Popes, with the reſt of their Decretals, Extra- 
vagants and Clementines,, are.all inſerted in the body - 
of the Canon Lay of the Church of Rwe,, aud fo arc 
made as good and current Pofery as ever; was'coyried 
in the Councel of Trent : and now, after all this, me 
thinks *tis impoſſible we ſhould|be ſo beſoited, as to 
truſt co the cruel courteſies of: Roe, whoſe Religion 
breaths nothing but bloed and laughter. The 
cry indeed of the Ruman Faftors among, ug , is no- 
thing but Toleration , and liberty of Conſcience 
and ſince the Laws have proſcribed them ; for 
their Treaſonous, Praices, and for {wearing them- 
ſelves Vaſſals.,to the Pope , whoſe countermands 
(if they are faithful to their own Principles). muſt 
evacuate all their obligations to their natural Prince ; 
What Tragical Exclamations do they make again. 
Perſecution ?. as if they meant to have the mono- 
poly of.it, that-no. body might perſecute.;but, them-, 
ſelves ; and though in the Popiſh Dominjons, they axe; 
as fell and rabbid as ſo many Zybean Tygers, yet no 
ſooner do they ſer: foot upon the, Engliſh ſhores, bur 
as if there were an. lnchantment in the ſoil, the. Wolves. 
turn Sheep immediately, of ax leaſt diſguiſe themſelves. 
in Shceps cloathing : hyt. if, ever theſe ſweet and mer- 
cifyl Genzlemen ger into. the .Saddle.again ; we ſhall 
ſoon find them in anarher. note, 1and Perſecution will 
be zeal, again, bg Rackvand Gibbets Catholick Ar- 
guments,, and. (| El ; 20. way; to illuminate the. 
underſtandings of us Hereticks, like the light of a fla- 
2 mu_ 


_ 
ming Fagget : Fort how can ws expet it thontild be 
-otherwile, when we refle& upon whar-is paſt, -when 
the Marien days arc yet within our proſpect? and 'tiy 
not half 'an Age ago lince /re/and ſwam in Proteffant 
blood, which was fpilt by the inſtigation of ſome of 
theſe fawning Hypvcrites, who now declairm forſooth 
for liberty of conſcience, ahd defic petfecution and/all 
its works : But this 'pretence, irs evident , js only a 
coPpy of their countenances, and without all con- 
troverſic the bottom of their defign is pn1y to perſwad + 
us to let them grow till they are ftrong enough to cur 
our throats; for 'ris rhe ſubrilty of cheſs Harpys never 
to ſhow their ralons till they have their prey within 
their reach : but if what they pretend were Real, Why 
do they not allow what they plead for, and indulg 
that liberty ro diſſenters abroad , which here they 
crave for therhſclves ? Why do: they tot as much ex- 
claim again the Spaniſh Inquifion, which hath been 
confirmed by fo many Bulls of their own Popes, as 
they do againſt the Engliſh Laws, and condemn the 
atbarewt cruelties of the one, as well as the milder ſe- 
verities of the other ! for till they do ſo, we have rea- 
ſof to believe that Tis trot againſt Perſecution rhey cx- 
claim, but againſt being pertzcured. Bur i the mean 
time, how can we expeR chat they ſhould be mercifol 
to out bodies , whoſe Religion damins oar ſouls? or 
that if ever they ger uppermoſt, [which God prevent :J 
they thatare ſo uncharitable now, as to fhut us oor of 
Heaven 3 ſhould be fo charitable then, as not ro drive 
us but, of the world! For thisis « Maxim founded 
upon the expetience of all Ayes, THF thar Retigion 
Aa when it is weak, will burnt vs when it 
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Wherefore, fince God' ity his mercy hath Jelivered 
oy from the 'Romiſh. Tyracay'; let vs withvehank 
hearts: extoll and praiſe” his goodneſs, and take heed 
for the futare, leatt by our divifions, or apoſtacies we 
return again unto that yoak of bondagez and fince the 
Emiſfaries of Rowe arc aow ſo buſily putſuing their old 
Maxim, Divide, '& /mpers, and blowing the coals of 
our diviſions,” in hope at lat to warm their hands at 
our flames; O thar we would now ſtudy the ways of 
peace, and reconciliation ! and not like the miſerable 
Jews, fall out nay our ſelves, while the Romer is 
at our Gmes; for all the time we are contending-in 
the Ship, our Enemy is boring a hole ia:the bottom ; 
and while we are fomenting our unhappy differences 
and tcaring our own wounds wider , the Pricft an 
Jeſuir are at work in our Dovublets ; who cer tifce 
their Ganpowder-Treafon was defemed , have been 
ſtrewingtrains of Wild-firs «mong out ſelves, ro niake 
us our own Executioners, and blow us up by our own 
hands : For whatelſc hath been their bulincſs amo 
us, but only to raiſe ſets and faRtions, and ſow dif. 
cords, and Divifions in the Church of Exmg/and, which 
they know is the only Bulwbrkof the Proteſtant Reli- 
gion among us. O would to God we would once 
heartily attempt to countermine them? as we might 
yet cafily do. Would we but once Jay afide our unchri- 
ftian paſſions, and prejudices, and ftudy mutual com- 
liances, and prefer Religion before a Faction, and a- 
ate ſome little PunRilioes to the ſoberer, and more 
governable Diſſenters: Theſe things if they mighe 
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